This report describes the first outbreak of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 10
infections reported in Japan have been sporadic, and most strains did not harbor the
23
Panton-Valentine leukocidin (pvl) genes (6).
24
In September 2009, we were notified that a cluster of skin infections had broken out 25 among healthcare workers (HCWs) and hospitalized patients in a general ward. We 26 document herein the first outbreak of MRSA harboring pvl genes belonging to the 27 USA300 clone in a healthcare setting in Japan.
28
At the time of notification, 65 patients were being cared for by 96 HCWs in a general 29 ward at the tertiary care, 1240-bed Kyoto University Hospital (Japan), where 30 dermatological disorders were quite prevalent. We were notified that a cluster of skin by PCR (7-9). The typing procedure included PFGE using the restriction enzyme 
